Source of material 1-Methyl-1//-imidazole (24.6 g, 0.3 mol) and sodium acetate trihydrate (100 g, 0.7 mol) were dissolved in 350 ml glacial acetic acid and a solution of bromine (143.6 g, 0.9 mol) in 50 ml of glacial acetic acid was added slowly under cooling. The resulting solution was stirred overnight and then poured onto 500 ml of ice water. The precipitate of 2,4,5-tribromo-l-methyl-l//-imidazole was filtered off and recrystallized from aqueous ethanol. Yield: 50.0 g (52 %), mp. 93 °C.
Until now there has been no X-ray determination of the crystal structure of this compound. The imidazole core is a key for a huge variety of important biologically active substances. It has found many applications in metalcaibene catalysts and is most important in ionic liquids (ILs) and magnetic ILs [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] . Polybrominated imidazole building blocks are useful as starting materials in the synthesis of very dense halogenated ILs [9] . The title compound crystallizes with two symmetry independent molecules in the asymmetric unit. The orientation of the molecules gives short hydrogen-bonding contacts between Br atoms and methyl groups of neighbouring units. The figure shows such an intermolecular hydrogen-bonding contact as thermal ellipsoid plot at the 50 % probability level. 
